


Attorney Docket No. MP/ 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant 
Appl. No. 
Filed 
Title 



PALACIOS et al. 

10/026,108 

December 20, 2001 

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
APPLYING REINFORCEMENT 
MATERIAL TO A SURGICAL STAPLER 



/ hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on 
November 18, 2002. 



moer io, tout. - 



Melanee Williams 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



RECEIVED 

NOV 2 7 2002 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56 and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1 .97-1 .98, information relating 
to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed. Inclusion of information in this statement is 
not to be construed as an admission that this information is material as that term is defined in 37 
C.F.R. §1 .56(b). Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO Form 1449 are 
enclosed herewith. 

In accordance with § 1.97(b), since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed either 
within three months of the filing date of the above-identified application, within three months of the 
date of entry into the national stage of the above-identified application as set forth in §1 .491 , or 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits of the above-identified application, no 
additional fee is required. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



David J. Jo/ns 
Reg. No. 3T1,527 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
(928) 864-4800 





NFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 

£\ 

*o\ IN AN APPLICATION 
ItyV 2 5 21)02 -j 

(jSe severa/ sfteefs if necessary) 



Docket Number 
MP/157 



Serial Number 
10/026,108 



Applicant(s) 
Palacios et al. 



Filing Date 

December 20, 2001 



Group Art Unit 
3739 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 

IF APPROPRIATE 




5,441,193 


8/15/95 


Gravener 


227 


176 






5,503,638 


4/2/96 


Cooper et al. 


623 


11 






5,549,628 


8/27/96 


Cooper et al. 


606 


220 






5,575,803 


11/19/96 


Cooper et al. 


606 


151 






5,702,409 


12/30/97 


Rayburn et al. 


606 


151 






5,752,965 


5/19/98 


Francis et al. 


606 


151 






5,810,855 


9/22/98 


Rayburn et al. 


606 


151 
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;BVED 












H6V 




























TECHNOU 





































































































































EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
Form PTO-A820 (also PTO 1449) Patent and Trademark Office * U.S. department of commerce 
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Attorney Docket No. MP/157 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant 
Appl. No. 
Filed 
Title 



PALACIOS et al. 

10/026,108 

December 20, 2001 

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
APPLYING REINFORCEMENT 
MATERIAL TO A SURGICAL STAPLER 



/ hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on 
November 18, 2002. 



Melanee Williams 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



Dear Sir: 



RECEIVED 

NOV 2 7 2002 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



We enclose the following papers for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in 
connection with the above-identified Patent Application: 



1. 
2. 
3. 



Information Disclosure Statement (1 page) 

Information Disclosure Citation Form PTO 1449 (1 page) 

References Cited (7 documents) 



Respectfully submitted, 





Date: 



I) lit lot- 



David J. Johr 
Reg. No. 31/527 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
(928) 864-4800 



